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fruit from amid the branches of a tall tree or, unexpectedly flash 
out from the interlacing branches of the thickets in which it loves 
so well to grow. Less showy climbers and of smaller size are 
several species of clematis, the wild passion-flower, cypress, 
morning-glory, and all the rest, each with its own peculiar beauty 
of flower or leaf^ sometimes growing alone, sometimes intertwined 
about the same tree with several others, uniting their various hues, 
the charms of each brightened by those of the others and all 
forming a variegated, harmoniously tinted mass delightful to see. 
In the dreamy midsummer when all nature's influences incline to 
reverie and repose, no place can be more fascinating than the wild 
regions of which we have been speaking. More than elsewhere in 
the shaded walks of the ancient forests, is there a coolness and 
freshness most grateful to the body, and a freedom from care, a 
retirement and a restfulness, as grateful and soothing to the mind. 
Not those who have flitted hither and thither over the railroads of 
the West, not even those who have sailed on its great rivers, have 
an adequate idea of the peculiar modes in which nature expresses 
herself in those regions, but only to those who have, alone and on 
foot, wandered for miles and miles amid the forests, over the 
plains, through the marshes, held by the love of nature, is it given 
to know her in her friendliest moods. 
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BT F. W. PUTNAM. 
[Concluded from June Number.] 

Nos. 7759, 7760, 7787, 7788, 7789, 7790, 7791 and 7792 are 
water jars of various sizes and shapes, as shown in the four figures 
illustrating this group. 7759 differs fro'm the others by being con- 
stricted in its upper portion. The neck of this jar is not preserved, 
but was probably like the restoration given in the figure. The 
diameter of greatest bulge of this vessel is from 6 to 6*2 inches. 
The constricted portion is about 3-3 in diameter, and the upper 
bulge is *5 of an inch more than the constricted part. The 
present height (without the neck) is 5-5 inches. 
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No. 7786 is remarkable for its flatness, the whole jar being 6-8 
in height, but one-half of this is in the length of the neck. This 
jar is also much flatter at its base than any of the others, 



No. 7759. 




and has its greatest diameter 2*5 inches from the bottom where 
it measures 6 inches. The upper part of the neck is 2-3 inches 
in diameter. 

No. 7787 is the most perfect in finish and symmetrical in form, 



No. 7787. 



No. 7788. 
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No. 7793. 



with a small sized neck. This jar is 8-3 in height, and has its 
greatest diameter 6-4 inches from the bottom. 

No. 7788 has a diameter of 7 inches and is 8-5 inches high. No. 
7790 is 6-5 high by about 4-9 in diameter. No. 7792 is the smallest 
and most rudely made: it is 3-5 high by 2*9 in diameter. Its 
neck is 1-8 long and the diameter of the mouth 
is about 1 inch. Nos. 7739, 7740, 7753, 7757, 
7758, 7793, 7794, 7795, 7796, 7797, 7798, 7799 
are all spherical vessels with short necks and 
moderately sized mouths and are of various 
sizes. Nos. 7753, 7795, and 7798 are figured 
and show the variation in the pattern. 

No. 7753 differs from the rest in having 
been colored red, and in having the bulging portion slightly in- 
dented so as to divide the sides into four slightly marked portions. 




No. 7753. 



No. 7740. 





This vessel is 3-3 inches high, 4 inches in its greatest diameter, 
and 2-4 across the mouth which has a slightly turned lip. 

No. 7740 is of similar shape and size to this, but has the sur- 
face divided into six projections instead of four. The lips of this 
are broken. 

No. 7798 is not as well made as the others, the clay not hav- 

No. 7795. No. 7798. 
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ing been so well burned, and it is lighter in color, probably from 
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that fact. . It is one of the smallest of the collection and the neck is 
without a turned lip.. It is 3-6 inches in height by 3-4 in diameter. 

No. 7795 is a nearly symmetrical vessel, made of the fine clay 
of which many of the articles are composed. It is 6'8 to 6 - 9 
inches in its greatest diameter, 6-9 inches high, and 3*4 across 
the mouth. This vessel is slightly flattened at its base. 

No. 7794 is the largest of the series, and is from 8*1 to 8-3 in 
diameter by 7 - 8 inches in height. 

Nos. 7741, 7742, 7752 and 7754 are small vessels of the shape 
shown in the figures. 7742 might, from its finish and shape, be 
well classed as a drinking cup. It is 2 - 9 inches in height by 3-6 in 
greatest diameter, and about 3 inches across the mouth, the lip of 
which is slightly ornamented by small oblique lines cut in its in- 
ner border. 



No. 7741. 



No. 7742. 





No. 7741 is not as symmetrical a vessel as the last mentioned, 
and has considerably thicker walls. It is about 3-6 inches high 
and about 5*3 in diameter with an uneven mouth about 3-5 inches 
across. 

No. 7754 is a roughly made little cup, quite thick and only par- 
tially baked, about 2-6 inches high and with its greatest diameter 
equal to the height. 



No. 7752. 



No. 7754. 





No. 7752 is another small cup about the size of 7754 but more 
spherical in shape and having a hole near its mouth, as shown in 
the figure. The opposite portion of the mouth is broken, but it is 
probable that a corresponding hole existed there, and that these 
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holes were for the purpose of suspending the cup. This perforated 
eup naturally leads to the next group of vessels, or pots with han- 
dles, of which class there are several of various sizes, with slight 
variation in finish and ornamentation. 

Nos. 7763, 7778 and 7780 are the three largest pots, and are 
without ornamentation. Nos. 7763, and 7778 have the surface 
divided into six even portions by slight depressions. Nos. 7780 
and a smaller pot, No. 7779, are perfectly plain and with even sur- 
faces. No. 7767 is a smaller pot, of the character of 7763, with 
its surface divided into six portions. No. 7769 is a small vessel, 



No. 7767. 



No. 7770. 





smooth on its sides, but with its lips marked by small oblique 
lines cut in the clay. No. 7770 is ornamented by a row of small 
depressions, as if made with a pointed stick while the clay was 
soft. No. 7771 is a little more elaborate in its ornamentation, the 
punctures extending down the sides in groups which are enclosed 
in lines cut into the clay. By the side of the figure of this pot 
is placed a figure of one of somewhat similar ornamentation, but 
which does not seem to be now with the collection, unless in frag- 
ments. 

No. 7771. 





No. 7800 is a large pot (now in fragments) ornamented in a 
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similar manner, but with the addition of small bunches of clay 
forming the bases from which the ornamental arches are sprung. 

No. 7800. 




No. 7772. 



The design on this vessel is carried out quite symmetrically. 

No. 7772 was evidently designed to repre- 
sent the face of some animal in relief on 
one side of the pot, as shown in the figure ; 
a portion of this face is on a missing frag- 
ment. The distance between the handles on 
the opposite side is marked off by four arches 
of double lines. 
Nos. 7762, 7765 and 7766 are plain pots with four handles like 

No. 7762. 





No. 7773, and others from the Big Mound. No. 7766 is the 
smallest pot in the collection. No. 7765 is remarkably thick and 
heavy, weighing 2 pounds and 14 ounces, while 7762, of very 
nearly the same size, weighs but 1 pound 15 ounces. 
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No. 7768 is a small pot with eight handles. These handles ex- 
tend from the lip to a projecting ridge round the pot as shown in 



No. 7766. 



No. 7768. 
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the figure, and this ridge is ornamented by vertical lines, evidently 
made with the thumb nail while the clay was soft. 

The following table gives the dimensions of these several Varie- 
ties of pots with handles : 



No. 7763. Height 6 inches ; greatest diameter 8 inches. 
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4.4 

2-7 



No. 7777 is a vessel transitionary in form between the pots 
with two handles and the wide open vessels with two knobs. It 
agrees with the pots like No. 7800 in shape, but is provided with 
two flanges or knobs from the lip like No. 7715. It is four inches 
high, 5-8 in diameter at its bulging portion and four inches across 
its mouth. 
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No. 7717. 



Nos. 7715, 7720, 7733 and 7737 are all of the same character, 
but of various sizes and depths, and are of N 7716 

solid make. No. 7715 is the best finished 
and most symmetrical of the lot, and also 
the smallest, being but 2 - 4 inches in depth 
by 3-6 in diameter across its mouth which 
is its widest part. No. 7733 is 2 inches 
high and 4-5 in diameter. No. 7720 is 2-7 high by 4-6 in diameter. 
No. 7737 is of the same height as the last, but measures 5-2 in 
diameter. 

Of the same character of 
vessels with those last de- 
scribed are the " head dishes," 
in which one of the knobs is 
made in the form of the head 
of some animal, or repre- 
sents the human head, more 
or less perfectly moulded in 
the clay. No. 7717 is the 
most rude attempt to repre- 
sent a bird's head, and is similar to that from the Big Mound 
figured under No. 7824. Nos. 7714, 7718 and 7719 are unmis- 
takable representations of the heads of ducks. No. 7723 has 




No. 78H. 
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the head of some animal with large ears, and differs in shape 
from the others in having the sides of the vessel turned inward 
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at the mouth, while all "the others are wider at the mouth than 
in any other part. Of 7716 and 7818 only the heads are now 



No. 7718. 




preserved (unless the rest of the vessels are among the frag- 
ments that have not yet been restored). No. 7730 has a well 



No. 7719. 



No. 7723. 




designed human head which was evidently made in two pieces 
and put together before the vessel was baked. In this the hair 



No. 7716. 



-■■■■■4mSm 



SMBi 



No. 7818. 




is represented as carried over the top of the head and down its 
back in the form of a narrow braid. The eyes, mouth and ears 
are perforated so as to open into the hollow of the head. It will 

AMER. NATURALIST, VOL. IX. 26 
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be noticed that in all the instances where the human head is rep- 
resented the face looks into the dish while all the birds' heads, 
and the head of the mammal, look outwards. (No. 7717 has the 
appearance of looking into the dish, but this rude bead has a 

No. 7730. 




«a>- 



portion broken from the outside which probably would have 
better represented the bill of a bird pointed that way.) 

The several most perfect of these head dishes measure as fol- 
lows, the first figure representing the height, and the second, the 
diameter, across the opening : No. 7730, 4*7 by 9 inches ; No. 
7718, 3-8 by 8-5 inches; No. 7717, 3-5 by 7-6 inches; No. 7719, 
4-2 by 7-6 inches ; No. 7716, 3-2 by 6-8 inches ; No. 7743, 3-1 by 
7-8 inches ; No. 7723, 3-1 by 3-5 inches. 

Col. Foster, on p. 246 of his work (reproduced here on p. 407), 
figures a " drinking cup" from a stone grave in Perry County, Mo. 
This cup is of the same design and pattern as No. 7730, and it may 
not be venturing too much if we conclude, from this very peculiar 
form of pottery, that the same race made the article found in the 
ancient cemetery of Perry County and those found in the mound in 
New Madrid in the same State. If this should be substantiated 
by further evidence we shall have the means of identifying the 
general cemeteries of the moundbuilders, or, at least, of that par- 
ticular race who erected the mounds of the southwest. It has 
long been urged that the moundbuilders must have had other 
depositories for their dead than the mounds themselves, for, as 
numerous as the latter are, they do not often contain more than 
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No. 7735. 



one or two burials and hence they are not sufficient in number to 
serve as the only places of burial used by the race which must 
have been so great in numbers. 

Nos. 7731 and 7732 are two very interesting circular dishes 
with low bulging sides, on two opposite portions of which the 
front and hind parts of animals are represented in relief, the wide 
mouths of the dishes occupying the position of the backs of the 
animals. No. 7731 has the projecting and upward turned head of 
a turtle with the front legs on its sides, while the hind legs are 
represented on the opposite portion. This dish is 2*9 high and 
4-5 inches in diameter across the opening. No. 7732 is 3-7 inches 

high by 4 inches in diameter, and 
has a representation of a frog as 
the other has that of a turtle. 
Nos. 7817 and 7821 are probably 
portions of similar dishes repre- 
senting other animals. 

Nos. 7735 and ,7736 are circu- 
lar shallow dishes with rounded 
sides. No. 7735 is 4 inches high 
by 6'4 in diameter across its 
mouth. The outside of the edge of this dish is ornamented by 
notches cut in the clay. 
No. 7736 is 5*4 in diameter 
and 3*3 high. It has the 
sides more rounded towards 
the mouth than is the case 
with the other, and has two 
deeply cut grooves around 
its open margin. 

No. 7746 is a very thin 
and symmetrical dish, nearly flat on its bottom, with flanging 

sides. It is 3 inches in height by 5*1 
inches in diameter, and without orna- 
mentation. No. 7724 is a larger dish 
of similar shape, but thicker. The 
height is the same as the last, but its 
diameter is 8-2 inches. 

Nos. 7721, 7722, 7725, 7726 and 7734 




No. 7736. 




No. 7746. 
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are basin-shaped dishes of various sizes and with slightly orna- 
mented edges, as shown in the three figures. 



No. 7722. 




No. 7726. 



No. 7725. 





No. 7721 is 8-4 inches in diameter by 3 inches in height. 

" 7722'" 9 - 8 " " " " 5 " " " 
" 7725 " &7 "■ " " " 3-7 " " " 
" 7726 ; " 7*6 "• " " " 2*7 " " " 
" 7734 "• 5-1 " " " " 1*8 ". " " 

No. 7728 is a similar dish, but without ornament on its edges, 
and is 7-2 in diameter by 3-5 in height. 

Nos.. 7727, 29, 38 and 44 are saucer-shaped dishes, perfectly 
plain and all about 2-5 inches in height and of the following di- 
ameters, 6-8, 7-8, 8, 8*1 inches. 
The last perfect specimen of these interesting earthen vessels 
from this mound is the peculiar cup here 
figured under No. 7756. It is 2-4 inches 
high and 2-5 in diameter across its top, 
by 1'6 inches across its flat base. Its 
concave portion is -6 of an inch in its 
centre. This singular article has the ap- 
pearance of having been worked into its 
shape entirely by pinching out a mass of plastic clay with the 
fingers, and it seems to- have been hardened by fire only in its 
cavity, as if hot coals had been held in it. 



No. 7756. 
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No. 7815 is in fragments, but the figure conveys an idea of its 
character. 

No 7gl8 Among the numerous fragments of 

vessels of various shapes, the follow- 
ing are specially interesting : No. 7828, 
portions of a small vessel that stood on 
three short spherical hollow legs. This 
vessel is ornamented with stripes of 
red. No. 7755 is, probably, a leg of a 
similar vessel but of a larger size and not colored. No. 7826 
consists of fragments of shallow dishes, colored red. Nos. 7802 
and 7808, probably portions of the same vessel, represent a pot, 
of about the shape of No. 7762, 

that had evidently been used to .^SSHS^Bfei^ 

hold the red paint with which <^ 
several of the articles were col- ^^^tilllil 

ored. --J™pB 

This last cut was received with -s^gliilllBlHgK'*' 
the collection, but the vessel which 

it represents is either among the fragments and beyond recogni- 
tion or was not received with the rest of the specimens. 

Prof. Swallow concludes his account of the mounds he exam- 
ined about New Madrid as follows : — 

"These mounds appear very ancient. Soil has formed on them 
to the depth of three feet. The largest trees grow on them and 
the connected embankments, or levees. 

" A sycamore twenty-eight feet in circumference three feet above 
the ground, a black walnut twenty-six feet in circumference, a 
Quercus falcata seventeen feet, a white ash twelve feet, and a 
chestnut oak eleven feet in circumference were observed on these 
mounds and accompanying embankments. 

" The six feet of stratified sands and clays formed around the 
mounds since they were deserted, the mastodon's tooth found in 
these strata, and other facts indicate great age. These six feet 
of thin strata were formed after the mounds, and before the three 
feet of soil resting alike on the mounds and on these strata. 

" There are numerous mounds in this Swamp country. I saw one 
in Pemiscot county thirty-five feet high, elliptical (longer axis N. 
and S.), one hundred and ninety-five feet long on top and one hun- 
dred and fifty feet wide. This mound is part of a large system of 
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earthworks ; there is a square about one thousand feet on each side 
surrounded with a line of earthworks or embankments several feet 
high, and the whole area is filled in about ten feet. In the area are 
two mounds, the one above mentioned and another smaller, fifteen 
feet high. There are also several basins in the area, circular and 
much depressed, and a canal on the south side of the square, 
fifty feet wide and twelve feet deep. The large mound mentioned 
was cracked open by the earthquake, as was very obvious when I 
visited it. 

" Col. J. H. Walker, who was a youth of sixteen years at the 
time of the earthquake, showed me the mound in 1856, and also 
many large cracks produced by the earthquake. One of these 
cracks ran through this large mound. Col. Walker told me : — This 
crack was opened by the severe shock of Dec. 11, 1.811. It made 
a wide gap through the mound from top to bottom. He [Walker] 
went into it and saw at bottom about twenty feet of bones, some 
human, some fish, and some of other animals. Above the bones 
was a coat of plastering made of clay, cane and grass from five to 
thirteen inches in thickness. Col. Walker was a leading man in 
that country, well known all over the state, and was deemed very 
reliable." 
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